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DISCOUR-SE 

.■ ■ > ■ 

About the Charge of 

NOVELTY 

Upon the Reformed Church of 

England m^d^hy the Tapi^r.f^^ 

1|HHe Chriftian Doftrine was once , by the way 
of traft delivered by Chrift and his Apoftles 
^ unto the Saints , Men of Care andHonefty, 
and who fliould preferve it in its firft purity 
and Spiritual intention , only to prefcribe methods un- 
to Men by Faith , and an Honcft Converfation, how 
they might arrive at Heaven ; that this Religion might 
make a deeper impreffion upon their minds and memories 
and be more faithfully kept , it was fet down in plain 
and fign^cant Terms , ^ and reduced into Jhort fummaries j^^ij^, ^^ jj^ 
called a Finrm of found iVordSf that good things that Form 14. 
of Do£lrine,adt^Q{\twm, ortrujiy and iy the Church a f^^^^JJ^^ 
terwards a Creed. That it might be believed and valu- 
ed > it w,cis in its own Nature of the greateft impor- 
tance,confirmed with variety of the beft of Arguments, 

^ Ax Miracles, ^^h;>^ 
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• miracles , Prophecies, innocent carriage, and Death of 
Gal. 1. 8 9. ^^ numerous Difciples , and fevcre Curfes denounc't a- 
Kcv. aa^is. gainft any that fliould ^d to or take from it, tjlf 
their great Mafter, and its Author, Jefus ihoufd come 
from Heaven again. Yet notwithftanding all this ,, by 
the Malice and Subtilty of the Devil , the Defigns and 
Paflions of Men, the Ignorance and Negligence of feme, 
the Cunning and Induftry of others, this plain and iim- 
pie Religiiii began by degrees to be corrupted by the 
mixtures of Pliilofophy and nicenefs , by the Rules of 
State Craft and Policy, by;;dle Traditiqfls, & Inventions, 
by the Melanchofy of fonfie, and the gayety of others ; 
and the' natural Fice of it was (q flrangely changed that 
. it feem'd anotherGofpel , * and you might feek Chrifti- 
anity-in therChrtftian World dnd yet fcarcefind it. 
Many Kingdoms and- People were to blame in ^ this, be* 
ing^T/eaeherous to th^ir Mkfter,- and falfeto their truft, 
8 Cof. If' 2 futfering foTure andr Chaff -a Relijgion to\ be;^ 'Corrup- 
ted or Stolen away , but theChurch of Rome feems the 
moft Guilty of them all,, (cfpecially.tipon her own 
grounds*, her Bifliop being the Infallible Vicar of Jefus, 
CiipTEpift. ^o whom 'are d)mmitted the Oracles of God)' once in- 
OK.Edit.p. deed; renowned'^ foir her Faith and Pious XJovernours, 
5, d. Roin.i|. but now as famous for their Degeneracy as well in Re- 
Bom 7.V1 59 Jigiorf as in their Lives.' Whofe Ambition or In tereft 
videqudfo proftitiited the Faith to thofe Defigns, and^m'ade it 
itnnavtrUt, Earthly and Senfual,^ or their Negligence and Stupidity 
to ' fuflered die' Enemy in the night of Ighdraticetofow 

the tares, which fo grew up andchoakt the Wheat)" 
that Faith was turn-d into Fables and Lyes,Foppery and 
Superftition were Ni'ck-nam'd Devotion , Ridiculous 
Geflures and Habits paft for Repentant^ arid Mdi'tifica- 
tton , the Bible was (hut up and contemned , and the 
^ Legends opetfd and praifed, Honeft and Good Men 
wer^ butchered, and unknown Perfons and Malefaftors 

Canonized^, 



'■ . ' en- 

Canonized, Saints with their Piftures and Reliqua 
made Rivals to Cbirift* in Mediation and Interceilion^ 
! Gods Works were fpoU^ by Merit and Arrogance • or 

done by way of compofition for vices, the fear of Hell 
was abated by the invention of Purgatory , Chrifl was 
fetch, from Glory by the Magick of a Prieft arid put 
into a Wafer, or into a mprc^ fordid place, riddles and 
f quirks of their Schools wer^ made Articles of Faith; 

in fliort,old truths were rootod up,pr new errors grafted 
on them, Power and Profit were Stiled the Church; 
i the Court of Rome wzs brought into the Temple and 

I • called the Holy of Holies. Such errours asthefeia 
h the Chriftian Faith "came from Ron$e , and infefted our • 

' • Ancient Britilh Church (not at firft planted by the 

Labours of the Rowijb Bilhops of old , but Corrupted 
by their later fimrflaries) and laded a long time among 
us , being fuppbrted by Power, twitted with Intereft, 
_ futablc to the pleafures and vices^of Men^, incorporated 
into the GoVernnient havffcg putbiit Mehs'reafon to 
try dnd difcern between Truth and Error, ^ahd at length 
became Falhidridble, Lega V Jemble with Fires and Cen- 
fures which ^made us Sick unto Death , abfoliite air 
ttioft and beyond recovery. Such was our cdndiripn here 
of Slavery and Ignorance, but it ^leafed him* that dwells . 
between the Golden Candleiftic^ , to difpel our Dark-^ 
nefs and reftijfe tte Ancient light of Priniitive Chrifti* 
anity. His Wifiiom and Goodnefs improving the paf^ 
iions and inclinations of fome in temporal changes 
and concerns to Spiritual purpofes , encourajging the 
iecret groans and dcfites of ot4iers, putting many more 
upon; fearcb and enquiry after Truth , and infiifing. 
courage tfor k i at length otme to a refolution of Argu*-' 
ing and Debating the Errors of the Rtmi/B Faith and 
manners , of reforming the abufes in Difcipline and t)e-w 
Yotion^ and to call back True Chrittianity again , and. 

beings 
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being dUpc^ft of the Spirit of Rme which oft tbre 
them and cent them till • they foamed again, are now 
cloth'd and in their Wits once more ; upon this ac* 
count the Friei^s of Rime call us Hereticks, Schifma- 
ticks anc^ Innovs^tbrs , Difcharge Cenfures and Excora* 
munjcations and Eternal Damnation againfl us, are full of 
Wrath and indignation, and to fliew a little .Wit in 
their Anger, Aid pntended reafon.pertly askthe Quefii'^ 
0tf where was our Religion before Luther > 
This is the common and trite objedion againft our 
B^^/^y^^^^.Religion,vqry frequent not only in the Mouths of thpiif 
flan. Smith, more Ordinary ^Dilciples , but. alfo of their more Learrh 
cd Writers , who (whatever ftrcngth they really fancy 
may be in the Argument it felf) think it a very proper 
Weapon to attempt the Vulgar and the Weak withal, 
to amufe and dazle the kfs difcerning eye, at lead when 
backt and fet off with the ftately Names of Infallibility^, 
Succeflion , Antiquity , and the like ; and they tell us 
roundly our Faith was but^efterday , our Religion is 
new and upftart , as only Henry the Eighths and Crom»^ 
wells contrivarjce (they may truly lay as much as 
their Treafon was Cecils Plot.) That our Faith began 
only in the year i j 1 7. in Saxony by one Martin Luther 
an Apoftate Fryar, who for the fake of a fair Nun 
and other defigos^renounc't the Ancient Baith, and fet 
up his new Device pf Proteftantifm at 9pires ; which 
Bctiar. Tom. did not qqietly iaft much above feven years, for in the 
iib.4. p- 287* year 1 52 j.flarts upJ^«i»g//7Af,& after two years more the 
Anabaptifts, who change and corred £«/i&^r's Religion, 
and draw great numbers of his Difciples from him ; and 
himfelf for his reward dyed a ftrange Death , great 
Noifes and Crackings were heard in his Tomb > which 
being opened , neither Body nor Bones were found, . 
and the fmell of Brimftone wasready\to ftifle the dan- 
ders by. And therefore they fay, w^ ought to look 
... • from 
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ftdntwhoKe we are ^In, to repeiit of our (ferefie^and 
retocn co our firfl: Love , aad not {tick fo dofe to otir 
Rd^ion, tte nevv idvention of fo ill a Man. That y^t 
may therefore keep thofe firm that iire members of otir 
Religion, and bring thofe back tteit haverevoltedfrom us. 
into the i^0M//)&GG•mmttnie^,we have endeavoured to give 
afetislKtery Aftftrerto this their Queftfpn, Where was 
your Religion before the times of Zir/iJ'^/^Not to trdiible: 
our felves with fach Legends as thefe , and Uncbarita^ 
bla)e& along With th^m, theAnfweris thus. 






I. Teltiqg them plairdy whiere our Religion wibi bie*^^ 
fore I«/^<?/-f time. 

%. By ihewing What Errors and Miftakes are inclu-^ 
ded in the Qudftion. 

- .3, to -turn thft'Cfeieftioh- u^tf theftSfel^'es, andaski 
them ibme others df vhe li^ danilre. • ' 
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1. Tlie plain Answer to the QUeftibrt is thfef: That ■ 
Gur Religior was k)ng before the> tiiiies of Isiher, and^ 
believed and fetich' in mdby l^ingdbms ^d NIaitiions of. 
rile World , and hath neither N<^elfy nor 5iflgulJirity 
in if. 'Tis an old Religion, lam fure 'tis of Age ahd ; 
can fpeak for it felf. It h«h lafted nbw thfefe idooi 
years and moreiCHinded-at firft byGHrift & tiiS A'pdftles^. 
handijd dtwoflfb usthtou^te' mawy ^^fferin^ and Per^- 
fecBtibiis ,44fld hire if is- p^eferVeA It Cttrif rafted ihi^i 
deed in th8 <S)rtlie^ doWn a great deat oF rUflf By thfe • 
Falfenefs and Gareieftiels of its keepers , partifctUarly by 
the Church of Ronie, we fcowrM off the ruft, arid kepe> 
the mettaf; that^JrjM Ktotiiiflf Reli^ioft; this is the 5»wi 
it/k -Thfls^iadded ralftDofltriftfesto tSe Chrfftiati Faith,*. 
NWiieft the<sj|^aftdl" Kept .to theother;! thisiS^cifemr, 
thefe are I^JMir- CXiYRellgiob' is the fame with that of ■ 
^•Early Ohrtons,,I^^tyrs; ahdCpnfeSrSi ,-belifivea 
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in thcfirft 3ooyears, kod defended by all Covmcils truly. 
General ; Our Religion in thofe firfl . Agos was ImPiK 
a9s I X. 26. Ufflittt and Greecct in Bgfftjaa. Ant/oeh where the Bs^fks. 
were firft called Chrittians . and in Rme it felf , and 
wherever the. great hlbov^ of her firft Apofiles carry 'd 
her to the different and reimote Countries of the World : 
Then and there our Relieion.liv'd,. whfite peter/ Utnu^ . 
wACletusi arid all the ftrft and Pious Biihops of Rme 
did it filtered indeed greativariety of changes and con- 
diti<5ns,by the intereft and wickedn<;(s of mra.fomQCinies 
more Adulterated , and fometimes more Pure, it flitted 
from Country to; Country, fometimes graiterand:foiqe> 
times fmaller in its nuniber,fometimes in a d^£led,and 
fometimes in a niore flourifhii^ ilate , hut fomewhere 
or other it was intire and without mixture , as it was 
at firft given unto this world , and.fuch an old Rel^t* 
on as this we are of, . hoklitig f^fl; neither more nor ie&» ; 
neither adding to nor diminilhtng what Chrift and his 
ApofUes taught ; and if Antiquiw muftevidaice the 
Truth of our Rel^oa t we are lafe and fecure that, we^ 
have right on purine. And th^.wilLappear if we con- 
ftder thefe following things. 

I. What Coofofmity oUr Religion carries t<> that of 
Chtift and his Apoftles.. Let any impartial eye com- 
pare them both together , and he will find the features 
and complexion , the whole body of Re%ion the&me 
id both. Whatever .they delivered :out at firjft,. as Fun-'; 
damental to Salvati(vi , whatever they Inftituted : as 
parts of Devotion , Difcipline , and Order , we ftill . 
faithfully retain in our Church , and if any Truth of : 
moment hitherto by Fraud or N^i^ be. con- • 
cealed from her , Ihe is ready to receive it . ^h«icver . 
it is made plain, not having ft opt up,.thf w^ of Truth 
by a pretence of Infallfcility or want of Modefty to 
confcls an error. She hath the fame fea^ of the Na- 1 

* ture, 



ture, Offites , rhc Defign and whole Undettakings of 
Chrift , that the truly Ancient Church had ; She re- 
ceives the Creed arid Bible, and any Traditions that can 
be m$de out to be truly Divine, in the fame meaning and 
underftanding that Chrift and hjs Apcrflles gave to the 
firft Chriftiafls, and they to us. What their thoughts, 
of Saints and holy Souls departed were,ours are, thoughts 
of refpeft, remembrance and imitation, not divine Wor- 
fliip. Chrift inftituted proper Figures, and Symbols of 
Bread and Wine,to represent and confirm^to conveigh and 
commemorate his bloudy Paflion and Benefits to Man- 
kind ; in this fence She preferves the Inftitution facred, 
and doth not really Sacrifice or Crucifie the Xord of 
Lifeag^n. Chrift commanded good wprks under the 
penalty of eternal Damnation, She doth the fame, and 
in our Mafters language bids the doers of them oiU 
• themfelves unprofitable Servants , beating down Pride 
and Merit Chrift and. his Apoftles told the World 
what departing Souls muft expeSt ; Her fenfe h the 
fame, that there are no fecond Ventures and Trials to 
be made, neither can a kind Friend with a goodEftate, 
left for Mafles or Monks, compound for a Life ill fpent. 
Run through the whole Conftitution of our Church in 
Articles of Faith, and Rules of Manners, you may trac^ 
them to Chrift and his Apoftles time , and all other 
parts of her 'Government and Order are truly Primi- 
tive. . And it muft needs be fo, if She fmcerely follows 
hei; rule of Faith, the holy Scriptures, fo Ancient, fo Di* 
vine, and whatever is declared there eflential to Salva- 
tion She brin^ into her Creed, and refolves to keep it, 
like a mighty Treafure, faithfully unto death. And in* 
deed the Church of Hme confefles, that what we do re- 
gain is ancient and A^ftolical ; but pretends that we arf 
^efe&ivein many things,and want fomeneccllftries which 
they haye,to make an entire Faith. But wc challenge them 
• * B ^ to 



to prove that thofe opinions wherein we differ from them 
were delivered by Chrift or any men Divinely infpired in 
thofe times. And they feem to acknowledge we do nor, 
and tlicrefore to make up the matter , pretend a Di- 
vine Authority in the Church > to caft new Articles, 
and Truths fere de fide , almoft fit for a Creed , and 
fome others of them confefe that fome of their' Opi- 
nions as Imagc-Worfhip and others were not main- 
tained in die nrft Ages of ChrifHaiiity for fear of com- 
ing too near the Heathens Worfhip and out of other 
Prudential confiderations, fo that whofoever doth com- 
pare the Doftrine of our Church , with that of Chrift 
and his Apoftles, mo& needs conclude that our Religi- 
on is Ancient Chriflianity , and that the charge of No- 
velty is groiindlefs. 

2. The Nature of Reformaticm , which was not to 
found a New Church but cor reft an okione. Chrifti- 
Mat. 13. 4, 5. anity that Pearl of great price , »W3S hki with trafh and 
filth , that the Romifh Church had heapt upon it, our 
Reformers removed only whisrt loaded and obfcur'd it, 
and reftor'd k to its firft Beauty and Luftre, Such a 
Reformation indeed is Ikter then their errors,and itmuft 
needs be fo, it naturally fuppofmg them before , other- 
wife 'feis not Refbrraation but adeftruftive change ; but 
Primitive Chriftianity which is our Religion was long 
before the Difeafe of Popery, though the aire of this Di- 
feafe vras after^or later then the difeafe it felf^but the fourid 
Body of Chriftianity for wMch we are concerned, was be- 
fore them both,for 'tis notReformation barely thatt we are 
pleafed withal,noraore then with a Pill or Potion ,but on- 
ly as necefl&ry to drive away an inveterate Difeafe, and 
recover an^old Religion to its former Health. WhenChrift 
reformed the femjh Religion from the falfe fenfes and 
gl^flbs that t& Scribes and Pharifees had put upon it,and 
grafted Chriftianity upon the old ftock^ will the Rowa- 
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fiijis call this a New Religion or rather an old one weU 
amended and improved by Divine Authority. BeOar^ 
min doth allow this for Truth, and faith that Chrifli- 
anity was ratlier a new State and Condition than a new 
Chur<;h, and he that can call our Religion New, becaufe 
'tis mended , and made now, what it was about 1 600 
years ago, may affirm thatChrift built a new Temple 
when he Whipt the buyers and fellers out of the old, 
And that Hezekiah built a New Sanftuarv, and Infti- *chron.3o. 5^ 
tuted a New Paflbver , becaufe he cleans'd the one and 
reftor'd the other to its iirft Inftitution ; our Reformatio 
on did no more , it only fcal'd ofT the Leprofie that 
. iluck to the Body of the Romijb Church, it only par*d 
off thofe Additions that Intereft or Superflitipn, Nice* 
nefs or Foppery, had glew'd to it ; what after remained, 
was our Religion , the fame that Chrift and his Apoftles 
taught the world at firil. And if they can (hew that 
any thing hath been added fmce, pernicious to the Na* 
ture of the True and Old Religion , our Church is rea- 
dy to remove it, 'Or that any thing is wanting that is 
nece0aryv^ its complement and perfe^ion, Ihe is ready 
to entertain it, with the fame fpirit of meeknefs and 
Wifdom, and Regard to the Gofpel, that fhe ufed in the 
Reformation ; but hitherto ppon good grounds and Arid: 
inquiry She is fiiUy fatisBed that Her Religion is abfolute 
and compleat Chriftiaoity. 

3. We have many and impartial Judges on our Ade^ 
that our Religion is Pure and Old Chrifiianity. The 
particular Church of Rome indeed, that fupports her (elf 
by a pretended Infallibility, to be true to her Prijadple^ 
refufes to be tryed by any other Church but will be 
I only Judge of her felf , and others tooj yet we tl^t 

I are certain and fure of the Truth of our Rdigion^though 

I not Infallible , dare Appeal to the Judgment of other 

Chriftian Churches. The Greek Church condemns their 

B X half 
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half Communion, the Doftrines of Purgatory, Merit and 
Supererogation. The Adoration of Images, their lock- 
ing up the Scriptures in an unknown Tongue , their 
^ extream Undion, and fale of Mafles, and laughs at 

their InfaiUbility, the thing that makes their errours 
Bmn. fm. in Faith incorrigible ; the Armenian Chriftians rejefl: the 
la p. 2$<5, Supremacy of the Pope , Tranfubftantiation , Purgato- 
ry , and excommunicate thofe that worlhip Images. 
. The Jacobites, the Indians of St. Thmas, the Egyptian 
and Ahaftne Chriftians , difleiit from moft or all of 
the Rmifh errours which we condemn. We have all 
the truly-ancient Chriftian Churches on our fide^ and 
moft of the Modern whom the bufie Emiflariesof Rme 
have not terrified or feduc'd into their Party r Our Wri- 
ters have iEippealed with great fuccefe to the Ancient 
Councils, the holy Fathers , and to the Learned and 
Pious Bilhops and Priefts of old, and from thence dit 
covered the Novelty of the Rmijh Faith, and the good 
old way Qf the EngUJh Church. And they dare Itiot 
ftand the trial, when we defire to ie determined hy the 
beft and infallible Judge , the hoh Serif tures , except 
they muft give the meaning* of tnem , othertvife thej 
load them with Ignominious Names, of a Leshianrukymere^ 
Ink and Paper, and a Nofe of Wax. Who will they be 
try/d by ? by a Council truly General ? No,except it be 
called, manag'd , and confirmed by the Pope. Wili they 
be ^udg'd by any that differ from them, yet are men 
of good, honeft, and unprijudic'd Judgements > Nb j, 
they are out of the pale of the Church , and ftubborii 
Hereticks. And the beft reafon they have for their at 
fura nee that they are in the right is, that they arc (ure 
they are fo,' ind keep themfelves fafe in their Enchan- 
ted Caftle of InfalHWlity. The Arabian Philofopher 
was ofTended at, and abhorred their barbarous Doftrine 
^ of Tranfubftantiation, and earing of their God; and re- 

' folv'd 



folv'd to ftick to his Philofophical rather than be of fuch 
a Chriftian Religion. The Roman Images, and the 
Worlhip of them, have laid a Stumbling block ^before 
' the Jews, who therefore approved our Sentence and con- 
demnation of them ; having therefore fuch a number 
of good Teftimonies and Judgements on our fide, we 
rife up and reverence the grey Hairs of our Religion, 
which Rome once cloth'd in a wanton and phanjtaftick 
dreis, and made it ridiculous; which becaufe we have, 
]puird off, and put on its ancient liabit, and made it look 
,manly with the Image of God and Chrift upoa itj. tlyey 
call us Itinovatprs. Many of their owjj Waiters have 
ipoke in favour of the £»g///J Churcb^an^ .many of their 
diftinftions in a fair fence have concluded for her D^- .. 
ftrine, and flie wn tlieirdiflikeof maay.opitiionsoftheif , 
oVra Churck. 

4. That purv Rqligipn was long "before Luther will i 
-appear froQi th^opppfitipns that were made to theP%^ , 
pal corruptions ,. which did not enjoy fo xjuict a life^ 
hut were firequpntly difturb'd, and cryfdout againft, next : 
onely by other Chutches, but by many hooeft and coo? . 
fidering mea in their own, .Communion. • Men they . 
were, not pf .Intereft and Difcontent*, Peeviflinefs, and : 
' given to change ^ of little Learning and lefs confcience, 
and note in ,the\worldi but men eminent in their Ge^.. 
oeratio/i^ mea of Probity jind Studies, of Tamper, and ; 
cx)qfideratipft ; naeo that ,ftcx)d not alon?, but h^ gre^t ^ 
nupibters of Pifciples, a vifible Society of Chriftian^, 
who foUo\v<ed their Judgements. Some of thefefadiy . 
bewailed the degenerate ftate of the Roman Church ; .a^ .. 
, thcrs petitioned for, and advifed not onely the corjre^i- 
onof the abufes of good Do^rincs and innocent Infti* . 
tutions, but the Reformation of grofs Erroursand fcan- _ 
dalous Additions to. the Chriftian Faitli, and others in 



"great Authority prbmifed an amendment, and to reduce 
the whole frame of Chriftianity to its Primitive fenfe 
and Model. And the famous Council of Trent was 
promift and begun to reftifie Errors and Abufes crept 
into the Rmijb Faith and Government, yet after a long 
Sitting it fatally concluded,confirming thofe corruptions 
which was hop'd after fo many complaints and addrefles 
with ftrong reafons for them, Ihould have befen through- 
ly redreft and reformed. The Original of their barba- 
rous Inquifition will be a (landing record of the frequent 
and flout oppofitions that were made againft the Ro^ 
mijh Innovation in the Chriflian Faith. And fo long 
as the Blood of the numeroi^ Alhigenfes and WdJen^ 
fes crys to Heaven for Vengeance againft the Papal 
cruelty , we have a cloud of Witnefles for this Truth, 
who r?fifted unto Death the new Dodrines of Rcme. 
The carriage of old Wicliff and his Followers , tells us 
plainly m flory , that the corruptions of Rme had no 
luch quiet pofleflion ^ but ever and anon fome or other 
in confiderable numbers did endeavour to ejeft them 
out of their hold, though they paid dear for it And 
i[y long as the Treachery of their Council of Conftance 
about the fafe conduft granted to poor Hufs, and his DiA 
riples in number above forty thoufand, remains upon 
record never to be forgotten or forgiven , fo long we 
have dear evidences of ftrong refiftance made to the 
RmiJb Religion before the times of Luther. And in 
moft Countries and times, wliere and when the Rmijb 
corruptions began from fmall and obfcure beginnings to 
be gro& and p^in , fome or other in greater or leiler 
numbers began to Renounce and Proteft againft them. 
What though fome of thefe early Reformers might hold 
fome erroneous Opinions which wcour felves condemn, 
yet however they oppofcd the Rmnjh Church in her 
corruptions and thefe tended to a Rfiformation , which 
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was compleated onely by degrees, and 'cIs no wondei: 
iomte Stumbled in fuch a night of Ignorance* And hav^ 
not the Agents of Rome deftroy^d the Papers and Re- 
cords, difguiz'd their Adverfaries, and falfify'd thcif 
Of»nions to ferve the Powei? and Intereft of their great 
Miftrifs i They therefore branded the WaUenfes with 
the name of Mankhaifm and that they affirmed two 
Principles or Originals of all things, becauie they aflert^ 
ed that the Emperour was ledepcndcnt of the Pope^ 
arid that they deny'd Chrift to be the Son of God, be»- 
caufe they could not believe a crudof Bread to be Chrift.. 
And they have framed as lewd ftories againft many ex- 
cellent Men of the later Ages who withftood the ap-- 
prpchesof their Doftrine and Government, which we 
certainly know^ and the more Ingenuous among them^ 
confefs^ to be nottrioufly falfe. Though we liave rear 
fon to believe (becaufe of the feverity and induftry d£ 
the RomiJkY^(koxs ever warm againft thofe who oppos'd 
her Praftifcs) a great nunsber of Honeft and Learned Meo 
(as thbie Ages would afford) ar€ buried in obfcurityand 
their names unknown, there being an Expurgatori^n^ 
Index for the merits of fuch Men as well as Books and" 
Editions, yet we have a fqfficient Catalogue of theoh 
V(^ho kept.up the Title and claim of old Chrift ianity 
and' would not fi^r their new Errors to plead prefcrip- 
tion. 

. X. Byihewing wiiat Errours and Miftakes are inchi- 
dedintheQjieftbn. 

I.. That tiiefe^ new Errors of Romt are abfoluteljr 
neoei£ry to riie being of a Chriftian Charch : For though. 
We believe all that Chrift and liis Apoftles taught,a}Lthings. 
that are contained in the Holy Scriptures , aM thing&^ 
that undoubted Traditiojar , or good Reafon proves to- 
derive tliemfclves from both or either, yet becaufe we: 



do iiGft Aflerit and Subfcribe to tfie' jiew .Articles oF 
Faith that Rome hath invented for us, we ceafe to be a 
Chriftian Church, are markt for Heretkks, which are 
worfe than Pagans with them , and muft be certainly 
damn'd. Nay, (hould we embrace all the other Do- 
^rines of Rome, and deny only the Popes Authority and 
Supremacy, (that Epitome of their Chriftianity) it would 
avail us Kttle, we are Heathens ftill. Should we rejedt 
but one Article of Pope Pius's Creed, fuppofe the Do- 
drine of Purgatory or Merit, yet becaufe this quefti- 
ons Infallibility , the centre of all their Religion , we 
are in the (late of Damnation ftill : Should we receive 
their Dod^rines as probable and in a larger and more fa- 
vourable meaning, yet becaufe we do not entertain thdm 
as Articles of Faith in the fenfe of the Church , our 
cafe is not mended, we (hall meet ^ith Fires here and 
hereafter for our reward. Should we wink and fwal- 
lowthem all down with a good Gatholick ftomach, yet 
if the Bilhop of Rome Ihould give out a new Edition of 
Faith, enlarged wfth many more monftrous Dcftrines 
and Opinions, yet if we boggle and keck at them, all 
our former Righteoufnefs (hall not be remembred, we 
are Apoftates worfe than Turks and hfidek ; and who 
can tell what this Infallible and powerful Guide of 
Chriftendom will do ? For when things obfcure , or 
of an indifferent Nature ; when things wherejti they 
differ among themfelves, and onely ferve a temporal 
Intereft, when Opinions which they can difpcnfe with- 
al upon occafion, when onely the modes and manner of 
'Truth, when Contradictories, and Doftrines direftly 
leading unto impiety, apd things Barbarous and'BIaf- 
phemous have been chriflened* Ar]ticles of Faith and 
^ Fundamentals of Religion, have we not juft reafqn to 
fufpeft as ill or worfe may be done again ? And 

* the intrigues of Trent may be afted once more, and as 

* many 



many new Articles of Faith as Titular Biftiops, by the 
fame Spirit moving in the fame manner; were not. the 
firft and early Chriftians found Members of Chriflis Bo- 
dy though they never thought of fuch wild Opinions 
as thefe, and publilht truths direftly contrary to them f 
And could I fuppofe them to have known thefe Inno- 
vations, out of Zeal and Fidelity to their truft, would 
have detefted anditbhor d them. Was Chrift negligent 
in the difcharge of his mighty Office, and his Apoftles 
defeftive in their Duties and Miniftry, not to acquaint 
the firft Chriftians with thefe great truths,and were they 
reveal'd in the Tridentine Council onely to us upon 
whom the ends of the world are come. Thefe Primitive 
Difcjplesof Chrift thought tbemfelves fecure of Heaven 
hy this fhort Creed, that Jefm was the ChriH the Son rf 
God. And die contrary was the chara6ler of the Man 
of Sin, that denied that Jefiu was came in the FUjh, that he 
was the God incarnate and the true Meffiah, and were 
fcandalized at his meannefs and obfcurity. St. Paul told 
the fayUn that certainly he would be &ved if he belie- 
ved thsitjefus was the ChriH t all Other Fundamentals of 
Chriftianity one way or other being neceftarily included 
in that belief: And thought that he made fincere and 
fonnd DifcipleSf if f hey believed what he preached, anely 
Jefus and the Rejurreaion, in their full compafs and lati- 
tude. Though we believe all this in a more exprefs 
and explicite fence, all that is contained in Scripture, in 
the Apoftles Creed, or the two other Oeeds drawn up 
by the Church to explain the ChriAian Religion in fome 
Articles, and to oppofe the Doftrines of Hereticks, yet 
the firft Chriftians ftiall be faved and wefllall be .dam- 
ned ; they ftiall be the Eled aiid the Church of God, 
we muft be Reprobates and the Synagogue of Satan. Or 
let Rme ftiew her wonted Cliarity, and fay ftie. doubts 
alfp of their Salvation. Or did Chrift connive at that 
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time of Ignorance, or had he as a Lawgiver forcot to de- 
clare fome part of the Will and Pleafure of God, and up- 
on better remembrance after fo many hundred years, fug- 
gefted it to his careful Vicar ? Or did Chrift, kriowin} 
their Nature and Circumftances of it , that they couli 
not bear them at that time, therefore delay the difco- 
very fo long ? Or did thefe new Articles lie hid fo long 
concealed by his Apoftles, or buried by fome lewd He- 
reticks in the rubbifti of thofe Churches they puU'd 
down, but afterwards found, (as^jthcy fay the Crofs was) 
and now reftored to light > Or are theie new Articles 
fome way or other contained m the ancient Creeds which 
we believe , and by eafie and natural confequences de- 
duced from them. Some fuch fine reafons as rijefe muft 
be pretended , otherwife wc^ can (afely conclude thgit 
our Church is truly ancient arid Apoftoiical, though 
fee difowns the late inventions of the Rmifi Bi(hop 
and is known to be the Spoufe of Chrift by her firft 
featuites and cotnplexion^ though fee hath caft oQ; the 
new Italian drefs. For , was the Chriftian Church the 
Houfe of God , irregular in its building , wanting of 
Beams and PUlars, tl^ Ef&ntials of Religion, till Homes 
curious, and carefiii Builder cad it into a new Model an4 
«}Mnpleated it > 

i. This Queftion fuppofeth thatthe Chriftian Church 
ought always to be vifible, which is not fo ftriftlytrue. 
For Vifible or Invifible make nor two Churches, but dif- 
ferent States, Conditions or Refpeftsof one and thefame, 
Twas defigiied by Chrift, that alt that are Bapti^'d in- 
to the Communion of his Faith, and Church, ihould 
make an Outward and Vifible Profeflion of it, by their 
ftellgious:A(lemblies and Worfhip, by their Sacraments, 
DifcipKne, and Government , whereby being United 
«mong themffelVes , and^ to Chrift' their Head , they 
ihould conftitute one Body caU'd the Catholidc-church, 
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in whofc Communion they miift live and dyt. But 
foit came to pais, that the number of Chriftian People 
fo profefBng and owning the Faith of Jefus, was leflcr 
or greater, more confpicuous or obfcure , as Perfecuti^ 
ons or Herefies grew and prevailed among themi, which 
like raging Plagues wailed vi^hok Countries, deftroy- 
ing fome, perverting others, and making many fly into 
remoter Kingdoms, and onely fome fcattered and foli- 
tary Chriftians lining in Caves and Wildernefles re- , 
mained behind, or onely the face of a diftrefled Chrifti- 
an Church, as it hapned to the Seven Afian and the jifri^ 
can Churches, which now labour under a Mahometan 
Pride and Superftition : But as it loft in one Country 
it gained in another, .the Jewijh Perfecution and others 
driving fc vera! Colonies of Chriftiafns into remoter Coun- 
tries, where they fpread and enlarged their Religion, 
and many times the diftrds or triumph of the Church 
followed the changes and revolutions in the Civil State, 
fuffering or floMrilhing with itv And often the abufe 
of Religion, Proftituting of it to Hypocrifie and fecu- 
larends, the wicked lives of its Difciples, or want of 
Courage or Refolution in its defence , hath tempted 
Providence to permit peftilent Herelies (worfe than that 
in thefe Northern parts ) to prevail , and Paganifm to 
returti again. But ftill the promife of Chrift to his 
Church was/rw, and the Gates of Hell did not prevail 
againSi her. And though Ihe was fore d fometimes to 
travel from Country to Country, and lookt fmall and 
obfcure in the number of her Followers, yet ftill fome 
or other parts and corners of the world , and true 
and zealous Chriftians in them made up the little flock, 
and Ihall never fail while the world, endures. Popery 
like the E^ptian darknefs had overfpread this and o* 
ther Nations, yet here and there was as Ifraelite that 
had light in his dwellings, and a counter<harm againft 
^ C X the 
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the Enchantments of Egypt, the Gofpcl, that at length 
did prevail againft corruptions, and made its Followers 
' vifible and numerous. They ask us, Where was our 
Religion before Luther ? As though it was not,becaufe 
it did not vifibly appear ; or no where in the World, 
becaufe not here in England , or in other parts where 
' Popery did domineer, and the Rcmijb FaRion was att and 
whole Chriftianity in the World, the Catholick Churchy 
which implies contradiftion and abfurdity. Chriftiani- 
ty here indeed was obfcur'd, and Uke the Sun under the 
CJoud; but ftill the Sun was the fame, and at length 
conquered the Mifts : 'tis a fine Queftion to ask, Where 
was the Sun before Noon day ? We will fuppofe her Fol- 
lowers to be few, yet Chrift is true, though others are 
Lyars ; for he never promifed that the Members of the 
true Catholick Church fhould be always famous for 
their numbers, or that multitudes ihould always follow 
Truth, nor ever direded men to follow the Multitude 
in fearch of Truth, wWch is found otherways, not by 
Votes and Polling for her. Did not our Saviour ask 
the queftion, when he fhould come again , whether at 
the Deftruftion of Jerufalem, or at the Judgement day, 

Lnkc 1 8 8. whereof the other was a Type and Prefigurationf whether he 

Micha. 7. 2. fhould find Faith on Earth or no : Did not the Prophet 
fadly complain in the Reigns 0/ Jotham, Ahaz, and He^ 
zekiah, Kings of Judah, that the good man h perifbed out 
of the Landt and there is none righteous among men ; they 
could not then reckon up of the Tribe of Judah Twelve 
thoufand, and yet there was true Faith, and a Church of 

F&L 12. 1. God^ though littUandohfcure. Doth not AV/sr^ David cry 
out^ Help Lord^ for the godly man ceafeth^ for the faith^ 
Jul fail from among the children of men , corruption in 
Faith and Manners ufually going together! And £//- 

1 Kiiig.ip.ia^^^ teUs afadjiory of the Children ef Ifraef ,- that they 
had hroken their Covenant anddeflroyd the Altars and the 

Prophets, 
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Frophets, m4 he mly was Itft alive ^ that they fwght bis 
life dfo, God tells hm that yet for all that he had feven vcff. i«, 
thoHfand knees that had not bowed to Baal ; ilill there was a 
fmall Church not infe&ed with Idolatry , though bbfcure 
and unknown to Elijah. Have pot feme of the Romijh 
Writers told us, that at Chrifts Paflion the Church was 
pnely left in the Virgin Mary^ all then forfaking Chrift 
but the holy Mother. The Shepherd was fmitten and 
the Sheep difpcrft. And they further confefs , that 
in the times of Antichrift there fliall be neither Pope, 
NIonk, nor Mafs, ( if this be all, that Monder is not fo 
terrible as he is Painted ) and their Annalifls complain 
of fuch fad things as thele in the tenth Century. And^^- "• ^ 
certainly they have read of the Wman in the Wilder nefs 9 Voot.^* 12. 
and the fVitneffes flain^andof Hay and Stuhhk covering the 
Foundation^ which defcribe the deplorable condition of 
the Chriftian Church, and Fopperies, Niceties, and In* 
ventions of men obfcuring the Eflentials of the Chrifti- 
an Faith. Should a Reyol? happen ( which God di- 
vert ) from the Reformed CbjUrch oi England to Romaic 
niftn again, might not others ask them the fanie Quefti- 
on. Where was your Religion before Ei^ty three,, or 
Eighty four, before fuch a time? Would they not an- 
fwerat Rmne and in En^ndzlio, onely kept under and 
cfcfciir'dBy Hereticks and Ty rannica:! Princes. Ours was 
alfo here lockt up in Bibles, own'd by fome numbers, de- 
firy by more, onely frighted from a vifible profeffion 
of it, by the Torments that did attend it. AndChri- 
llianity th<^gh not fo vifible , yet w^s purer when it, 
and its profeUors dwelt . in. Rocks an^ Mountains and 
Dens,, places o£ privacy and obfcurity, in the Reigns of 
tJero and Dioclefian , than when fome Kings were its 
Nurfing Fathers, and Queens its Nurfing JMothers, 
and took pofleflion of the Seven H^ilk And there 
was a true Church, of God thougjji over lay 'd and groan- 
ing 



iiig Cinder Arfiaxiifai as bef©te Pafecotkin , «nd in Cj^ 
cypr.^pift. ffiMn% tiiAe, *s ^oursonce VBid6r the^l^pifti Yoke. And 
p- $9- the truth of Chriftianky > fike tte truth and eflence 

^fmtotm of >)ther things, :depena$. not \jpon fplendid entertain- 
orbempene va- ||ierit or judgment ©f •Others, nc* the' Church upon the 
fiatHfn, &c. yj^^jj^ig nuoiber of its Members , but it ifiay be a true 

Church whetfier vifibleorhid, whicbthiyQueftiotf der 
nics. . 

3 . This Queftion fuppofetfa that the Rtman Church 

cannot err, but that it remained^reand undefiled, as 

it came from the hands of Ghrift, through tfce many 

Centuries of years, till it came to the times of Lather, 

and from thence (hall fo continue till the Worlds end, 

and therefore ^e made a falfe diarge-againfl: thenj 'of 

corruptions in their Religion, to eXcufe our Innovatioh. 

But we have reafon to conclude She hath foulfy err'd 

from the Faith, and that hiore fatally and obftinateiy, 

becaufe She pretends She cannot err. For upon \yhat 

grounds doth She found Her Infallibility? Upon t!^ 

Scriptures i They are onely fo hiany de^ Letters^ till 

the breadth of the Church doth give them life,and tliey 

are then to do the Church a good turn , and give het 

Infaljibility, which is fiich a Circle , as makes irons 

Brains fo giddy turning roun^ in it, that thfey fcarjce 

know what tlie Scriptures, and what the Church dh 

mean ; the places of Scripture to prove Itifallibihty arp 

fuch, which have onely rcfereUte to the Apoftles them- 

klvQs, their Dodrines or Confeflions of Faith, as Divine 

and Infallible , but -not to their pretended Succeflbrs. 

Mat. i6. i8. Or elfc they are reftt*ained, hot frniply unto all truth, but 

joh.i(5,i3. onely unto all truth that is neceflary to Salvation, in 

Mat. 28. 20. ^i^j^jj ^^^ p^p^ ^^ ^ Council cannot erf, while they 

follow the Spirit of Trtith in the Scriptures, and not 
compel the Spirit and Scriptures to follow them. For 
they do not irrefiflibly force the minds of Chriftians into 

truth : 



truth : Or eMeielate opely to the Catbolick Church, ^^ t?. aa 
and not to the particular Rman, or elfe are applicable 
to private Aflbnblics and their Worjhip of God, which 
BO body but Quakers and Entbufiafts think to be 
Infallibk ' And all the firft Ages of Oiriftianity and 
uadoufated IVaditton never in the^ leaft imagined fuch 
gti Infallihitity as now the Church of Rome dreams of. 
They are at War among thentfelves where this Infalli- 
bility is lodg^di^ either in the Poj)e alone, or ina General 
Council aloifc, or in both together, the Pope fitting in 
perfon there, or by his* Legites, or in the Council con- 
firoied by thePppe; till diey agree amcMg tbemfdvei 
tioct proVfe ^t bettten we fay 'tis no whew pbcAl bue in 
the Scriptures , su&d - they do not prove a^y oi^r pear*' 
ton or perfons^ upon Earth to be infaliy;)l6 in their de^* , 
terminations, Ifafay fuch aft infeUible Judge of Cqn* 
troveisfies to guide the Church, is ahfolutely necefiary; 
and theliefbve Divine Providende h^ 
wSiene or other, and who but the Fbpe citi be the miini 
is. onely to preferibe methods unto God, and teach him 
betw. to govern hisChurch, and not be thankful for the 
good oki ways df Salvation and Peace ( Scriptures, an 
honeft judgement with diving affiftan^ce and humane 
means) he hath chalkt outf^jrus, but contrive foine 
new' on« of their own, Suoh^ Infallibility nijuft be^ 6i 
no ufe to the Church of God, fot upon the i?(?wi/5fr prin- 
qiples, it cannot be known, for the Pope before he 
be Infallible fnx:^ b^ Bilhop of RimSe , but the^ Sa- 
crai^ent of Ordear, accordiflc to t he Cou'ncil of 3^wp, 
receives its validity from the intention of the Prieft, 
that when he ordained him ^Ihbpi he did^ what the 
Chumb intended^ aAd \^<^n tell upon th^^groi^ 
whaV ifii* :fiJ|>pofed Prieft was , who ^ gsiv^ thfe 'Opj^ h ^ ^ 
dbr, orcA^ uttQ i^ib thoughts ahd intentions, which 

lir Crfuifts confefe tife)^ foxi^ 

But 



ArcbbUhop But if there be this lofallibility at Rome^ why do not 
^Inf^^^^^^ the Countries and Religious Orders in them ftill under 
Fi(fe/r,a72, ^^^^^ Dominion receive the blefled Fruits of.it, and 

hill all the brawls and fquables aipong themfelves, if 
his Hoiinefs be at leifure , and it be worth his while : 
And why fliould hot the Champions of Rome bend all 
their Power to prove this main point of Infallibility, 
v^'hen all other controverfies would fall under and fubmit 
unto its Power,a compendious way to make the Chrifti- 
an world at Peace and Unity with its felf. But why need 
we labour to difprove. the Popes Infallibiiity,when them- 
felves put their (houlders to it, and do the work for us, in 
difputing among themfelves, wliether the Pope being an 
Heretick may be depofed, by which Queftion they con- 
fer tliat he may fall iato herefie, which is errour of tbc 
higheft nature, carrying wilfulnelis and obftinacy with 
I it. And accordingly thele Infallible men have been guil« 

ty of Herefies, as Pope Htmorius of Monothelitifm, and 
Liherim of Arrkoifm and the like, and many of them 
liv'd molt debauched lives, as fatal to Chriflianity as 
Herefie, and Fallibility , and wherein Providence is high* 
ly concerned. This Doftrine of Infallibility looks like a 
plain contrivanceof the Romifh Church,having fome way 
or other dipt into thefe grote errours from fmall begin* 
oings, and finding them not defenfible by all the fleights 
andarts of their cunning heads , are foit'd to quit their 
hold and betake themfelves to their common Sanctuary 
of Infallibility f that let thefe things be what they will in 
diff^te between us and them , they are fure they are great 
Truths by vertue of Infallibility, which is one of the Mi- 
racles of /?Mff^, which can change the nature of things, 
Fowiis Hift. which may be true in ^t^Und, and the qaiss. contrary 
frebocf. u ztRmff a$ Father C^^/w and other Jefuites affirmed at 
Fam^ For, it's plsftn to all impartial judgenients, that 
their DodrliM of Purgatory^ TratifMbdantiationj and the 

like. 



likej are flot to bd found in Scriptures, are utter un- 
known to the truly ancient Fathers and the eldeft and 
pureft times of Qiriftianity , and contrary to the r^ft- 
ibnof Mankind They may as well tell us that the 
City otRome was never fackt and fpoil'd becaufe iom^ Vrhs attrnt 
Flatterers humour'd her Pride and arrogance calling hcfr fl^!!!rl[\ ,-. 
lih<^ iqainortal City and impregnable Rock, as that thtk Apocc 17. 
grofs errpurs never invaded and ruin d theChriftian Faiths 
becaufe of the fine name of Infallibility , which they-arro- 
g^^e tothemfelves. And may as well put out our eyes, 
and .then bid us fee if we can difcover any errours in the 
Rpwijh Church. And St. Peter shemg at Rme proves no 
more that he left Infallibility behind him, than confecra- 
(ed Clputs lent fcomRame that the Infant that wears them 
Ihall ever after be a firm defender of the Rcmijh Faith. 
. 4,, This Queftion will ferve any Herefies or errgurs 
that h^ye got fpqae Antiquity on their fide apinft i 
^ Jleformation* If it be trije in this difc, 'tis lo in all 
others, and then what a flielter^ have they provided for 
all Herefies, if they chance to live, long, to be fafe and 
jTe^ure in, aijd efcape correftion. And therje are many er- 
rours contemporary with Chriftianity it felf in its firft 
plantation in the World, at leaft followed it very clofe 
at the heels, fuch were the ancient Gnofticks, the Car- 
pocratians or Ebionites, the fpawn oiMagm and others, 
who can plead great Antiquity on ^ their fide , and as 
properly ask s^y RefpriSier of their Herefies, Where 
was his Religion before fMch a fimci as the inconflant 
World began to favour his new Faith and Innovation. 
And fo Errours once fuperinduc'd upon the Truth, will 
become byag? Truth it felf,and are neyeir to be monddi 
^or fear of tlus pert Qy^^ ^charge ofjnnovatfc 

ipn; And it's piain,^:tiiat nj&w.snd. Qld arebut.unc«f^ 
tain Charafters to judge of Truth , and F^llbood by, 
there being fpinetimes, a new Truth thjM;is -^tel);; difr * • • - - 
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covered ft) fae fo, but' really old, and an old errourkept 
up a long time by force or art , and walking in the 
garb of Truth , but truly new, having come in after 
the Truth it vies with: Time like a River many times 
-■ ' bringing down Strajw and Trafli, and leaving weightier 

...\ . things lehind/which when they come to be retrieved 
.1 , . arecaird new Fa(hions dhd Inventions. When Ahraham 
reftored the true Worftiip pf God, arid ftript it of Ido- 
latry and Superftition , the Chaldean Priefts , whofe 
Power and Intereft was fliaken by it , were yery hrUk 

ifil 41* 2. and readj to charge this - Pious and mighty- than from 
the Ea^'wk\\ Novelty acid Singularity ia his Rcligionj 
the falfe fervice of God in thefe Countries being then 
ancient and almbft univerfal , though the Patriarch 
/ Religion did derive it felf from a very ancient" ffock, that 
ef Adam^ in ParatSlfeV kept up by an Enoch and a Moah 
infingle ¥ami\k$i^h6n ia/liViphadc^^^^ ways, 

and now deliver^ Unto [^hrahafii, and now all the (tick- 
lers for a falfe Religion began to upbraid the Sons and 
Followers of \/4irtfXw»'d. Faith with .Novelty , and ask 
them, where 'Was y^^r R^li^ion b^^ A- 

/r^i?^^ whb^fet wj^bis but yefterday, and Jcbf*i^^ and 
uncharitably damns all his Forefathers , who of old 
Kv'd beyond the River in our Religion. The fame 
Objeftion might have been caft in the teeth of Mofei^ 
when he was letlirtga Religion deliv^'3 to him ^by God, 
inoppofitiofl tothftilddlatriSs aind fitifel>fevo<iohs:of thd 
World, and ta ferve his further defigris of pi^oyidence,^ 
that he affefted Novelty and Singularity ; that all the 
world flood againfl: him in this, and one tf his D^ 
tipks c^terwarM nuu Inhumane and uncharitnile in frayr 
mg 6od^ t& pewt wt *^fe& Ihdignai^n nfm the Heathk 
mho had not ktom hU^ Zdv»i: Ahd his Succeflor ^(?/^«i 
mijght^ have nnlet with the fa'me^ kte , when he bidi 

Joft-^»5' his people vckafe whoai rfiey will ferve ,t either the 
.' " ^ Gods 
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Gods beyond the Floufl , ^nd^ iij £^/?f i iQr the God^ 
of the Amor it es^ Old and great Nations^, wjio might 
have' had tjiis Objeftj^op in its, foli. ftreflgjh on their 
fide, or the God of Alrahamj anj| ftq^^ 
Let that plaufible Argu men t weigh >vith them what it 
will, as for my fqlf and his Faniily they would ferve 
the Lord. And .as this Religion might degenerate in 
d;efcending Ages; , fo any Reftprer of it might he, fet 
upon by the Ikm? frivolous Objection ,' and ib it hap- 
ped to our Mejtas ( and his fore-runner who was to 
reftoreall things) who when he began to reform the 
falfe gloffes, and corrupt fenfes , which the Scribes and 
Pharifees had put upon the Law ofMofes, and cry down 
their Traditions which made the Commands of God 
of none effefl: , was lookt upon as an Enemy to Mq/esp 
aBlafphemer of the Law , a Prophaner of the Temple, 
and a Changer of all their Religion, whofe Defign was 
onely to fill up their Law^ and rejiore it . to Jts Natura/ 
Beauty and Perfedion, and iefore Airaham was, lam, ncit 
only in his Divine Nature, and defignation to his Office, 
but in his Religion alfo ^ which now he was going to^e^^.^o. 
teach thf Jew zndi Gentile too. And now the times (f 
a general Reformation being come, and the Apoftles were 
Preaching this excellent Religion unto all the World, 
Jew and Gentile conffire together jn the fame Language, Afts 24. 14. 
and caU them fetters forth rf Jlrange Gods and new Here*^^^^^' ^'* 
fies, Headi and Contrivers of new Se£is, and Ways, and 
are whiptfor Fagrants and Impoflors , who Would cheat 
the World out ot their old paternal -Religions, that wefe 
entaird upon them, teach them to fpeak ill of tl\eGods 
of their Fathers, and Predeceflbrs 1 and to think they 
all dyed in a falfe Religion , and to embl-ace a new- 
fengled Faith of a few illiterate and rambling fellows 
who had tifirtid the. IVorld upfde dqwn. And hadt this 
Argument prevailed thpn> a$i9uchfts:theiii^4ii^^jd«) 
- D 2 dcfire, 
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defire it Ihouid noWi we fhould have had no Chrifiianitv 
among us, the Idol*Godsof our Anceftors in this Iflandi 
their Woodens and Twifters would have prefcribed a- 
gainft Chrift himfel£ 

3 . To turn the Qupftion upon them, and ask them 
ibme others of the like nature. Men that are mfolent, 
and ever boafting of the Antiquity of their Family, 
and upbraiding . others with their obfcure Birth and 
Extrafl-ion, do many times meet with fome crofs Que- 
ftions about the Head and Fountain of their Families, 
which many times proves onely to be a Shepherd , or 
meaner Original, made gbrious with arrogant Titles 
and borrowed Names. Search into the Pedigree of 
Rmes Religion, we do not find Chrift, or St. Peter, or 
any of his Apoftles to be the Authors of it ; but Pride, 
Intereft, and Defign, old Vices indeed, but new Fa- 
thers of a Chriftian Church, which brought in a late 
and new generation of Opinions, and additions to-Chrifts 
Religion, clothing them with the venerable Names of 
Primitive and ApofiolicaL Where was the Romijh Reli* 
gion before the CmhcH of Trent concluded onely about 
the year 1563. of a later date than when Luther firft' 
began , which legitimated all their Innovations, the 
Iflue of Scholaftick Wranglings , pretended Dreams, 
and Vifions , forc*d and unnatural. Scnces of Scrip- 
-^ture, Ambition and Profit, the Exchequer of Ronte , to 
be made Sons of the Church and Fundamentals of the 
Chriftian Faith. Many of their own Writers confds, 
that for 1400 or ijop years the Pope was not be- 
lieved to be Infallible, till of late fome of their flaming 
Zealots have invefted him with Infallibility, whereby 
the Reman Church is Tick unto death , tind no cure is 
to be apply'd , hecaufe flie is fo certain and fure that 
flie is well. Their lewd Dodhine of Tranfubftantiati- 
cn, was not made an Article of Fatth> till the Council of 
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Lateran under Innocent the Third , above 1200 years 
after Chrift, and many of their own Writers are ftill 
diiEtisfied about it. The Title of Vmverfal Bijhp 
was obtained by Pope Boniface the Third, not till about 
600 years after Chrift , tearing a powerful Rival the 
Conftantinopolitan Bifliop, who af!eded the fame , and 
therefore by the Popes themfelves was declaimed againft 
as proud and Antichriftian, but now by Hy pocrifie and 
bale compliance with the wicked Phocas, who was guil- 
ty of Treafon and Murder againft the Emperour Man* 
rititu, Rome gaine4 the delicious point, and has made it 
a fundamental Article of her new Religion, though the 
Popes came not up to their fivaggerin^ temper and Pow- 
er of Hcdoring Chriftian Princes loine hundredsc.of 
years afterwards. The Doftrine of Purgatory, whidi . 
lome derive from the Platonick Fancies of Origen , the 
Montanifm o^'TertuHian, prciendcd Vifions , and Pagan 
Stories, Rhetorical Flpunfhes, and doubtful Expreffions 
of the later Fathers, yet it was not pofitively aflSrmed 
till about the year 1140, and not made an Article of 
Faith till the Council of Trentt then indeed a good E- 
ftate became a furer way to Heaven than a good Life 
and Con verfation. The ufe of Indulgences was the Mo- 
ral to the Fable of Purgatory, and began to grow much 
what about the lame time, though it came not to. the 
height and perfedion till Pope Leo the Tenths time, 
when Luther (o ftoutly oppofed thenii then Heaven was \ 
fet to fale, and the beft Chapman was the greateft Saint, . 
though they boaftof the fecond Council of Nir^ for the 
antiquity of their Image- worlhip. ( And .if it will do . 
-them any good, fo they may of 5/ww MagtUi who was . 
of an elder date, and a very fit Patron of fuch an Opi- 
nion ) yet the Council of Frankfurt condenwi'd it, and 
tbepureft times did not fo much as allow the, making of 
Images. And it was not the Catholick Do£trine in France ^ 

for, 



for almoft 900 years after ChriftiHor in Germany till after 
the Lzth Century, then indeied fuch a Dodrine might be 
very proper,when true Religion was turn'd into Pagean- 
try and a fornvofGodlinefs. The number of the leven 
Sacraments is now an Article of the Rowijh Faith, yet the 
Council of Florence ended in the year i^y$^ was the firft 
Council, and Peter Lomhardxht firft man that precifely 
fixt that number. That the Laity ought to receive the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper onely in one kind was 
never made an Article of Faith till the Council of Con^ 
fiance concluded in the year 141 8, then indeed that 
Council with the greateft infolence, and adireft Invafion 
of the Authority of Chrift, took the Cup from the Lay- 
mens mouths, notwithftanding (as 'twas then acknbw- 
ledg'd) the Inftitution of Chrift to the contrary ,and they 
may as weliChriften the Laicks Children onely in the 
name of the Hol-y Ghoft, leaving out the Father and the 
Son by the way of concomitancy, it being as Lawful to 
Baptize as Communicate by the halves : For what cannot 
fuch a pretended Power do ? 

The prohibiting of Priefts to Marry was not in per* 
fe^ion, as 'tis now, till Pope Grdg(?ry the Seventlis time. 
Let them tell us where 'tis faid by Chrift, or his Apoftles, 
or any of the truly Ancient Writers of the Chriftian 
Church, fhat Pennance.is a Sacrament , or that Auri- 
cular Confeflion is rieceflary to Sal vation,or that Prayers 
ought to be made in an unknown Tongue, or that; good 
works are ftridly meritorious , or where can they find 
the many impieties and abfurditics of their Mafs in thofe 
early times of Antiquity. And fmce they are fond of 
asking us this Queftion,we might ask them many more, 
about the many Fopperies and Innovations in their Faith 
and Devotion, and many they are, and large is the in- 
ventory, almoft as many as are the Chriftian Truths in 
direft oppofition to them, or'prevarication from them : 

But 



But they feem to confefs the newxiefe of their Religion, 

^ when they arrogantly fet up a Power in their Church, 

I to frame new Articles of Faith, and many things, oaeiy 

Opinions and Notions at firll, have grown up by de- 

\ grees to Fundamental Truths, and having once llipt inta 

errour, tiiey are bound to maintain it , fdt the Rcputa- 

tbtt and Authority of Holy Church. And who knot's 

how mjiny of this Nature are upon the Romijh forgc^ 

ready to be put into their Creed , and where muft we 

' end ; not tin it be believed, that confecrated Feathers. 

and Holy Water, can convey Divine Grjsice to us>, 

aqd drive away wicked Spirits , and the Weathercocks 

of our Churches be thought Pillars of it. Would the 

Champions of Rome fpeak out. , they wmld tell us , a& 

their Eckiiu did the Duke of Bavaria^ That the Dodkrine 

of Luther might be overthrown by the Fathers, though 

not by the Scriptures ; 'tis a phmconfejfion that we have 

■ the trueH Antiquity on our fide, ana in the beginning it 

was not fo. But we add, that we have the Fathers alfi 

4fn our Jide{ for if t her wife ^'hz,t mean thtit Expurg^torian 

Indices of the Fathers, and other Ancient Writers , but 

I that they very welt know, that thefe are old Enemies 

j to Pope Pius's mw Creed, and. tlie Truth in^hcm'con* 

i founds their errour. Such an account- as this, about the 

! Original and Progrefs of, their new Additions to the old 

I Faith wasconvenient to be given , not becaufe theNa* 

ture of the thing. did necemrily require it ,» for it had 

been fufliGicnt oneiy to have prov'd* that thefe Howifl? 

Additions to the Chriftian Faith, are contraty tottie 

Word of God, and no where tolje found in any of the 

Divine Writing?, the pnely Infallifetej Ruje of Faith, and 

that they liave4io power of niintiflg\nQW Articles Fun- 

h .damental to Salva,(k)n ; but bec^qfe ih$ EHfciples of 

,Sme fo frequently ask a$ i;he Qt^dion^and lay fo mpch saar. Tom^. 
^ .ftreikupon ir^ if thefe are Innovatipns crept iato their p* '2?^ 

Church,. 



Church, who was the firft Author of them? wlvmdki 
he begin? in whofe Reign and in what place did he 
live ? who did oppofe him ? what company behev'd on 
him ? and what his new Opinions were as they inftance 
in Arrianifm and other Heroes ? And becaufe they fan- 
cy we cannot* make all thefe particulars fo abfolutely 
plain, therefore they fay we have falfely charged the 
Romifl> Church with new Errours, and that their Faith is 
truly ancient and by an uninterrupted Succeflibn of In- 
fallible Biftiops hath been convey'd down from Chrift 
and his Apoftles in its full purity to this prefent Agp. 
To fatisfie their curiofity , the defenders of the Refor- 
mation ha veibne this ; butfuppofe they could not have 
been fo particular about the birth of thefe new Errours, 
or had made fome miftakes in the compafs of time, yet 
however the charge of Innovation againft the Romijb 
Church ftands firm and good upon thele accounts. 

I. That Reformation carries not fo much a refpcfl: 
to the Errour , when it began, as to the Errour it felf. 
Not whether it be fooner or later , but whether it he 
an errour contrary to the true Chriflian Faith. It may 
ferve fome honeft purpofes to know the who , and the 
when, the where and the how, and other circumftan- 
cesof its beginning, and proceeding ; but the neceffity 
of Reformation fprings from the nature of the Errour, 
wbfch came from the^ invention of m«i , and not the 
Authority of Chrift. And matters not much, whether 
Simon Magus, w^ho was contemporary with the Apoftles, 
was the firft Author of it, or Pope Hildehrand at fo 
great a diftance. 'Tis enough^ that we are certain and 
fure, that the Popifli Dodrines which we condem, by 
comparing them with the Scriptures , are not Chrifts 
and his Apoftks,have none of their Images or Superfcrip- 
tiorts upojm them, who orjiy had kill Authority to make 
them current, and true Articles of Faith. They have in* 

deed 
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ictA (Shriftianity among them, but like fofeph\ tc^l, Co dipt 
in'blovid, foov€rlac*d with Fopperies- and ondccent Gcretno- 
nies, and fo naany new pieces ftitch'd to the old Cloth, that the 
eld Ffiuhcw, if alive, would Icarcc know it to be the true J(h 
fifBif^ and-Wodld not trouble thdmfclves fomuch'^^w ask thcf- 
time-Uihen thi^ came top&fs, as lameht thc'^felncls erf the chahgeJ 
And the Apoflles did not take fo much caVe Vo tell the plinduai 
iioie^o the Di(ciples when Antichrift (hould difcovei himfelf, as 
to make them fiand upon their goaid to defend that Faith which 
hc' would invadr, ^hereand whenfeever he (hould come, 6t 
whofoever he wafti' \ ~ * '*' 

f ;: 2. :The'diffic61ty of 'knclwliig fhe pfeiflft and punftual-f ime$ 
whe*?! Errours fitft began* • In many fdrts^ i)f Changes or Inno- 
vations, 'tis hard to know the nice time of theit beginning, but 
fome faititttdc cf Judging ii allow'd, and why not in things ef^ 
pedaHy reladng to Keli^ionr. Are x\ittt not wild Opinions left 
tspoii Record afcongfithe f^gan Writers, whofe Attthers are ei- 
ther unknown, or which are falftly fathfer'd upon others, arid as 
hard to be known as the hesA of Nik. Can the niceft Komanifi 
tell us what.Rj^^i ) and in what place and age RtR fuperinduc'd 
the feveral fiilfe Gledfe and Sen(es to the C Law of Mfes^ yet 
Qur^Savioar < thoiigh Ml«iew tkm titU ) fHou^ht/tt fitfident to 
t^U than, that in the begtrming h^ipof not jo v:and by comparing 
thcMtf/jidi^^Rdig^od, it plainly appears theyfwere fiewaclditions 
to the good old $vtfy. Au$l how many Enours fptung up in 
the times of Chriftianity, of whofe Original and other Ciircum- 
ilances both the Bamam^smA our felves afre yet lit^ertain. And 
how many things of tliis feature more near our bwn f ih)es^ kre 
we puzkd about, and the difficulty of knowing thenn arifetK prtn-^' 
cipaily from this twofold account* • 

I. From the fubtilty of the pontrivers of Errours : Which 
many times are the cunning and the wife in their Generation, 
which. the neceffity of their Caufc requires^ Truth being firong, 
and Etrour naturally weak, and that fly deceiving Spirit lend^tt* 
Ms utmoft affiftance to ferve the defign. Such men know "hov 
toditguife new Fallhoods in the old habits of Truth, to make 
them look ancient and venerable v they feci and know the tem^ 
per of the age, and Ht their Opinions to (he intereftand pleafure 
of.it. They prepare their errours to be received by dfgrets," 
and one part mufi draw on the other, and the whole muft be* in-' 
feniibly (wallowed doy^n. So it hapncd in the adoratioti and ' 
Invocation of Saints and Images, and the whole ft u<^i}re of the 
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lR.miJh Rcfi^on) which by feveral fteps and in 'many iQtg a^ 
vanc'd to its mighty i^lkr The cunning knew the confequtdces 
of their own pofitions, how far they would ieach>which the ▼ul'- 
gjir eye difcern'd not > they well forefew hov^ Itoeir Hey atid 
Stubble^ variety ofPhxafcs, *nd chaiiges of Syllables , would at 
length 6ie the Fovindation of Religion ^ yet being, invtfnied at\ 
fed by the angeli^ral Dodors and leaders of an age, fel faiiic and 
reputation fake^they & their fgUpwet s fit ft defended them for bare 
Truths, after ward$ for Sacred4f>d Fundaoien tal ones \ and things . 
s|t firft only piouflybflj^ve^, fym after have been adopfied into s 
Creed : and men of Raflmefs and Superftition m)ff great in Place 
^ oScCjhave vetfUf d opinions "whofeAtaSl ^onclAficlns the^^at firft^ 
we hope, did not know,yet the Cunning imny times havehatcht 
what they left, and inniprov'd it fatally to Religion h the great*' 
Qefs of the man, wb^lh^r an Inndccnt,tOi m HUdtbrand gave the 
crrpur its firft rcputacippy a^d the cunnii^ <$f others^ its riiibn^ 
ajid argument* . M(u)y..of the great atdknowing beads^of the 
\yorld being corrupted iinlQ the R^nfon fide, to defend thofe er^^! 
fours which had got footing in the#httrch« But how can we on* 
Ifck the fecret n^thod^ of Roilrr , or defdrtbe the ways and pdi* 
c|es by ivhich th^: (nyfiery of totquity Mi^t ? Yefi we areMfuve 
i^icHt^d oq, by Ulf wii)dings.4nd curiiki(g^o(tbe Serpent^ aikt 
men that, he ^ploy^ upon d^gn tornnii^ truth v foe when the^ 
Apoaic defaibtesiha fad Apoftaeiesdndrd^ (faioasfbHkvtheFd 
Eph. 4. 14. ti^ are faid to be vprwgbt hy men rfSkjB and.Arti who IH in msii 
tadieem. . * ". 

*V. FjFom the Paffiona and Infirmitifis ofotfaetlneti« Thdfegive 
tWfa4fe and bufiQ decmer an eafie VJd<^^ When Qprnions ere 
(o^trivfd.as to fetVe the dcGgns of Pridi and Cdvdtolufhefi^ 
Ambition and Luft, and other Vices tlie^ e^ly pafefimr ikiij^ty 
Trnths,their Original is not enqub^d into,the Judgment is hri^d, 
and they bear the title of andent and Primitivt, or what the de^ 
ceiver pleafeth : For theft P^flions have effeminated the tnind^ 
made it (oft and fluggifli , and. any bold esroor (hall £Updbwn^' 
rather than be at the charge of a further (earch and enquiry tb 
Imow whether diefe things be foor na The£ambi«ReUgion6e^ 
iog fo well cut jbut in its different Do(9:rines , to hit mens Vicefr 
and Paffions, Gaiety or Melancholy, Ehlhufiafm or Fury, Power 
or Defign,it*sno wonder, it did prerail in a fly and iilant man^ 
fier^ interefi having fm out their eyes , ihXi Kingdom tawu not mth 
olfjirvationy and the approaches of the Enemy in the night of Ig«- 
noiance, viz. the darkne($ that could be felt of the ninths tenth, 
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and ckventh Gentury, when all good lMnA£% and Manners too 

wer^ U!^ alUjcp, the time vfhcn vpuij of the new devi^ of Rom 

were haaundring oat, and the noife not heafd, were not difco-* 

ver'd, till they had taken poflefiSon, and then fay vettue of Po wet 

and great Nandes defended their Title. And their own Writers 

donTefs, ^t many of the great Guardians of Faith, the Popes of 

Romty were vlery Vicious and ^IKterale perfons , whofe Vice and 

Ignorance kept thena noddipg, while the Uttle Thieves, the No-* 

tions, and Spixulatibns qf men of Wit and Intereft fet open the 

Churchy dooffs forthegfr^a^^^ Enoi^rs to come crowding in. 

Our Saviour copfyrms the; truth of thbwhenhe compaics his^^ '3-24>*5« 

Church to a^ Piel^ ly^V^ bf4 been (own by him i and his Apo- 

flies> with very good feed, Wheat ok fonae other Grain h but while 

men flept^ when, Chriftians were grown wicked and carele&, ig« 

norant or fadious, coines the Enemy and fcatters the Tates» arul 

a new haxvdllo( Weed^- Heretical Dodi^ines^ Superftttious Pra- 

dkes, Fb[^ilh and Pha^Hick B;ites ov^-ran and choakt the pu- 

r^f (jrain. And; the Apoftle tells his 2>f/iJ^x, that mmof danger Jude 4. -^ 

rem frlnchJes ahufiagtbc grace cfGod^ffiMng evil tf VignHts and 

difpfingVmimM^anduei^ hgdenf* 2 

in mawansy bemg well di&uii*d with fipe Names and pretences, / r > 

while good men were carelels and fleepy .And wbeioi moft begin ta* ' 

l^oach ni^ Errours^ and fpread their inventions foe mighty ^f_ -^ 

Truths^ ^^^X%^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ artifice that fo bad a de« , ^ 

0gn can poiubly require^ Enout and Inaovatiofi necd&itly^ cat^ 
lu^ (or the utmoft omning and flyiiefs to its aid and afiifbnc^^^ 



Religion therefore n^y eady fuffer a confidetabie cban^yti 
men know not bow, neither the time nor authors of it. 

It being therefore only abfo\utely neceflaiy for ik$JOifx>^that 
whcnfoever and hawfoever thefn enours in theCh^Srh firft fprcmg 
up, that they Were contrary to the Prknhtve Faiirh gf Qhiift and 
his Apoftles , and therefore were to be amended ancl weeded up ^ 
notwithtbcding thecomoaon quefiion,. where was our harveft of «« 
Wheat before the Weedersouv ReGimners^ameNor the Church of 
lEngland Wtng old ChriftkuikyjBfian^y over-grovi^ with the 
new Do^rinesand Creeds of il^ , ^trary to the Offices of 
Chrlft, the defign of his uiadft^idli^lbr Mankind^ and the true 
fpirit of his Religion, ifffataamt a diftyr, as mach as they bvM 
their Souls, and would be true and loyal unto. Ghrift, to fii^be off 
the(e new and (inful Impofitions , and rcftore true and primitive 
Chriftianity. Ha3 our differences with R(7iire confided onely in 
things leG iit and properj^fed by them in their religious Offices, 

or 
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Jot ip^ituafe or GdJwres not fo decent, they mjlhtli^^^ }»d tottii 
ptttcvicito todit againft us^ fpf^ bt^aklng ojF G^^ witH 

her (^ but wfeeii tlicy pioW^ptbc vfry F16und^^; as.ope df hrt 

Pa|^n Ca|)taifiS did th'eW&fllspf Jer^/i//^^^ 
waite^ before them , their new*addki|^ very' 

HeaiCof old ReHgion2.to thunder Q\xi^m\aLli^ti akafn^ li*, be- 
caufe we rhiouncxbfir^Gbmniunkm^ istdadU^unekarita- 
blcnefs 3ind otfeer gibls Vicds to their forixief Hn^ as though tliey 
could not preprve Ch^iftianity^ but by defacing oRr niore. Oiir' 
Prince being cohftituted by God^a nurling Father of tbe^Ckur A, 
- and our Bim5p^ m their Epifcopal power beiti^fq^pfiifirtt^ 
hini of :Ko«^,-or an^v oiber in the Chrinian world ,' ouj^ ^^4^f[ 
die penalty ol Uartonation^and 'did accordingly \ reform tli5eJR.(?- ] 
mi(h corrupt46nS)Which had tainted the Vitals of duriftianity*, an 
fcdifpenfable duty it won to prefervc the priMive Faith, li^ a 
2 Cor. II. 2. cijoi^ Virm^ and "not fuffer it to Im: longer . prolji tilted to the Dc-' 
figns and PaflSohs of men by a (olemn Vow^ an^ biir Souls were 
.^. .: tat ftake, we had engagM to preferve it pure land piideftled, and^ 
therefore with all juft &; proper xpoysahd mphods- we .were bound ' 
camcftly to eomendfor it. In duty thercfore,to dur.lord and Ma- ' 
- ^ fters Comnrland, at fiich a time we be^aii our "Reformation, but * 
wi(h that it had been promoted and compleatcd many years be- , 
fi^re, though the lame Qj^ftiop .woyl^j. hav^c ^en as fitly asked^ 
then, or any otlier time, except they think that crroiirs muft bc^ 
^ iHimortaly>aiid the gates of Heaven 0iaft not prevail againft them* 
The goodnefs^iid wHddm of our Reformation^ would be readily [ 
a^knowl^dg'd and imitated, did not Fame and Ambition, Power 
and Secular * In tereft,'infe A the Eye, and diange thcWiiral (fi^pe * 
and cdout of things., -and Ms a ' fign the caiifc .of liome Wants 
flrength, when fuch a trifiing ; only popular,' Objcdion againft ' 
Qur4leformation is made • fo powerful to preferyc their Dilciples ! 
in their Communion, andamufebuifiOwn.' And we .need fay no ' 
more againft it but this^ and 'tis no Koman uncharitablenefi and ! 
rigor. That if IJ^iwe, notwiihflanding all the clear cvidence.againft'. 
her new and upftart Opinions, -{hall oblVinately defend, them, and ~ 
cpntemn a wife and pious Reformation; let her fuffer the juft pu- * 
niflimcnt of her Wilful enours., Hetliat will prefer an old Difea^* 
before a hew Cure, let him be for ever Gck. For we hive healed * 
&i^/<?/i, and (be was not: Healed. - • ' ' ' ^ 
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